Course Syllabus
Course:             8th Grade Life Science
Teacher:           Mr. Gilbert
Prerequisite:   There is no prerequisite for this course.

Supplies:         Composition notebook

              Wired earbuds/wired headphone
              Pen/pencil 

Description:

The eighth Grade Georgia Standards of Excellence for science are designed to give all students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards. The purpose is to give all students an overview of forces, motion, waves, structures of property of matter, and interactions of energy and matter.

Eighth grade students keep records of their observations, use those records to analyze the data they collect, recognize patterns in the data, use simple charts and graphs to represent the relationships they see, and find more than one way to interpret their findings. They make and use observations to explain the physical properties of matter and how matter is moved as well and how matter is changed in the form of energy. They use different models to represent energy and energy molecules. They use what they know about matter and explain how it is transferred into different types of matter and energy.  They use the concepts to explain motion and force. Eighth graders plan and carry out investigations, describe observations, and show information in graphical form. The students replicate investigations and compare results to find similarities and differences.
Grades: Quizzes, most assignments, and projects will be uploaded into the Schoology system; however, tests will be completed in class. Students will earn points for the following:



Minor Assignments                            60%




Assignments




Quizzes                         


Major Assignments                             40%




Tests  



Projects                                     
Absent: If you are absent it is the student’s responsibility to go into Canvas to learn what he or she must make up. This work must be completed within three days of returning to class, unless other arrangements has been given by the teacher which must be in writing. All tests and quizzes must be taken before graded quizzes or tests are returned. Failure to do so will result in a zero, unless other arrangements has been made. Unexcused absences on the due dates of the tests, quizzes, projects, and presentations should be completed within three days.
Tardy: The student must have a tardy pass to enter into the classroom for excused tardiness. Should a student enter without a pass, he or she will be marked with an unexcused tardy. In a case where a student is more than 15 minutes tardy s/he will be written-up for a cut.
Messages: The student has the responsibility to ensure he or she reads all messages and documents sent out on Canvas. We will be using minimum paper for this class and most of our communications will be electronic.

Late Assignments: This is a fast-paced class and students are strongly advised to try and submit all assignments by due date. Any assignments submitted after the due date but within the week will earn a 10% penalty. Any assignments submitted two weeks after the due date will earn a 20% penalty. Any assignment submitted three weeks after the due date will earn a 30% penalty. 

Grade Recovery: If grade recovery is needed, the students must contact the teacher. 
